
WHO SAID CALCULATING

VELOCITIES
WAS HARD WORK?

I t  isn' t .  l t 's dead easy and l ightning
f a s t  w i t h  a  p r e - p r o g r a m m e d
Hewlett  Packard calculator from:

HORNSBY CO]l|lPUTER
and too !

2 bird races ,/

2 day races ø

Hours of darkness 'z

Corrected t imes ,,

They ' re a l l  EASY! You just  punch
in the numbers and the ca lcu lator
does al l  the hard work by i tself.

YOU WON'T BELIEVE
HOW EASY IT IS!

For instance - Times are entered as one
number .  F i rs t  the  hours ,  then a  dec ima l
po in t ,  then the  minu tes  and las t l y  the
seconds,  e .g .  12  hours  7  m¡nutes  and 38
seconds would be entered as 12.07.38 and
the calculator works i t  out f  rom there. What

cou ld  be  eas ie r?
The pr ice  inc lud ing  cour ie r  de l i very  (o r
registered post i f  you prefer) is st i l l  only

s203.00.

Please send your cheque or Postal Order to
HORNSBY COMPUTER CENTRE a t  P .O.
Box 86 ,  HORNSBY.  2077 or  ca l l  in  dur ing
business hours 1st f loor, 100 Pacif ic H'wy.,

WAITARA.  R ing  B i l l  Den ison on  '
(02) 487 3434 (after hours 449 2994)

ARE YOU STILL
DOING IT

THE HARD WAY?

CENTRE
i t 's accurate

LSON

by M. Konlewtcz
The name Neal Wllson is synonymous

with pigeon racing In We$tern Austral ia.
Neal joined the Swan Dietr¡ct  Homing Club
in 1937 at the tender age of f i f teen. l t
appears that destiny had played its part as
Neal won the f i rst  race from Meckering.

In those days there were no club rooms,
the birds had to be basketed in the back
shed of one of the f lyers. The birds were
then whee led  on  a  t ro l ley  to  the  Mid land
rai lway stat ion. Next morning the birds
were rai led to Perth (12 mi les).  They were
then transferred on another train to their
destination. The release of the pigeons was
supervised by the local station master. The
same procedure was managed on Sunday
night for the Monday toss. This form of
racing was conducted for many years in
Western Austral ia,  before the introduct ion
of the road system.

Neal 's record as a f  lyer both at Club and
Federat ion level is outstanding. Neal has
won from every racepoint at  Club level.  In
fac t ,  i t  i s  imposs ib le  to  l i s t  a l l  h is  f ine
achievements. lt is worthy to note that Neal
has won over thirty races from 400-500
miles. Neal pref ers races that birds can f ly
on  the  day  (10  to  12  hours  on  the  w ing) .
Races 700 miles and over witness many
f ine birds being destroyed.

On ques t ion ing  h is  ach ievements  he
recal ls of a BBH that f lew 560 miles from
Caiguna, arr iv ing home that night.  Another
outstanding BBH f lew Rawlina three t imes,
Carnarvon twice, i t  was then injured and
placed into stock. Two sisters, a BCH,
twice f i rst  f ly ing 330 miles, top of the
Federat ion at 200 miles and third at 137
mi les .  The o ther  s is te r  a  BBH,  tw ice  f i rs t
at 330 miles, second at 200 miles and fourt
at 200 miles. Both these birds were never
tossed but only f lagged around the house.

In 1952 Neal had an outstanding year, in
that he won fourteen tlub ra*es, a record
which is yet to be surpa$$ed.

Neal 's  resul ts  wi th the Mt.  Lawley s i res
race over th last ten years is worthy of note.
His s i re 's  b i rds together  wi th the ones sold
at  the auct ion have been no fur ther  than
four th in  the pr ize money,  bar  one year .

The or ig in of  Neal 's  b i rds are st i l l
dominate in  h is  s tock and race lof t .  The
major i ty  of  the b i rds were purchased and
exchanged amongst  fe l low c lub f  lyers.  A
Black Harr ison Hen purchased for  one and
threepence,  produced many outstanding
progeny.  A Red Gr izz le Cock was obta ined
from the roof  of  the Mid land Rai lway
Workshop and a lso proved to be a
successfu l  breeder.

Neal  has a lso assis ted new f  lyers,  wi th
bi rds.  Together  wi th b i rds sold at  s i re 's
auct ions has seen manY of  h is  b i rds
become the foundat ion b i rds of  new lof ts .

The quest ion that  needs to be asked is ,
why has Neal  been so successfu l? Neal
was eager to point  out  that  many f lyers
carry lar  too many b i rds,  thus i t  is  d i f f  icu l t
to  gauge the t rue abi l i ty  of  the b i rd.  An
ideal  team should number s ix ty .  The use
of  medic ine was scorn at  Neal  was of  the
bel ie f  that  p igeons have a natura l  immune
system which adequate ly  prov ides them.
The imoortance of wheat as a stable food

for race and stock birds was also stressed.
Peas are in t roduced spar ingly  as the
distances increase. Neal also believes that
observ ing the b i rds enables one to detect
cer ta in behaviour  pat terns,  which indicate
that the birds are ready to race.

Neal 's  dedicat ion and serv ice to h is  c lub
have not  gone unnot iced.  In  1979,  he was
honoured by being made a l i fe  member of
h is  c lub (being a past  pres ident ,  secretary
and maintenance man).  In  1989 the Pigeon
Racing Federat ion a lso decorated h im by
mak ing  h im  a  l i f e  member .

Neal 's  wi fe,  Meg,  has a lso contr ibuted
to the success of  the lo f t ,  especia l ly  in
recent  years as i l l  heal th has prevented
Neal  f rom spending the requi red t ime.

I pressed Neal as to who he thought was
the  bes t  f l ye r  i n  h i s  t ime .  He  pa id  t r i bu te
to  t he  l a te  Jack  Bu rge  fo r  h i s  f i ne
spo r t smansh ip  nad  h i s  f l y i ng  ab i l i t y .

Unfor tunate ly ,  th is  wi l l  be Neal 's  last
year .  He wi l l  be sadly missed by the rac ing
f  ratern i ty .  l t  seems that  th ings somehow
wi l l  not  be qui te the same, especia l ly  at
SDHC.  A  c lub  wh ich  has  become so  much
part  of  h is  l i fe .

To Neal  and Meg f rom al l  the f lyers of
Western Austra l ia ,  we thank you for  your
f ine spor tsmanship and compet i t ion.

Meg & Neal Wilson of Swan District Homing Club, W.A.
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